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SUBJ: PRC VICE EOREIGN MINISTER REJECTS SOVIET POSITION ON BORDER 
INCIDENT 

CINCPAC EOR POLAD 

SUMMARY. PRC VICE EOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN REJECTED THE 
SOVIET VERSION OF THE MAY 9 BORDER INCIDENT IN AN ORAL 
STATEMENT TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR. THE CHINESE WILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE TO PRESS EOR A FORMAL APOLOGY AND 
SOVIET ACCEPTANCE OE ITS VERSION OE EVENTS. END SUMMARY 

1. NCNA MAY 17 CARRIED THE TEXT OE PRC VICE FOREIGN 
MINISTER YU CHAN'S REJECTION OF THE SOVIET VERSION OE 
THE MAY 9 SINO-SOVIET BORDER INCIDENT. YU RE-AFEIRMED 
THE CHINESE VERSION OE EVENTS IN AN ORAL STATEMENT TO 
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SOVIET AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. HE SAID HE WAS "AUTHORIZED" 

TO STATE: 

-THE PRC "HAS TAKEN NOTE" THAT THE SOVIET SIDE 
ADMITTED THE LANDING OF ITS NAVAL FRONTIER GUARDS ON 
CHINESE TERRITORY AND "EXPRESSED REGRET" OVER THE INCIDENT; 

-THE CHINESE SIDE, HOWEVER, "CANNOT AGREE TO THE SOVIET 
DISTORTION OE EACTS EOR SET ,F-.TT TSTTFIC ATTON OE THIS INCIDENT"; 
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- "FACTS AMPLY PROVE THAT THIS INTRUSION OF SOVIET TROOPS" WAS 
A "MILITARY PROVOCATION ORGANIZED BY THE SOVIET SIDE, A BLOODY 
INCIDENT CREATED BY SOVIET TROOPS, AND A DEMONSTRATION OF THE 
SOVIET POLICY TO HOSTILITY OF CHINA AND OF THREAT OR USE OF 
FORCE AGAINST CHINA." 

YU CONCLUDED THAT THE PRC SIDE HOLDS TO THE POSITION TAKEN IN 
THE PRC MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NOTE OF MAY 1 1 . YU 
REPEATED THAT THE PRC "DEMANDS THAT THE SOVIET SIDE HONESTLY 
ADMIT ITS WRONG-DOING AND TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO GUARANTEE 
AGAINST FUTURE OCCURRENCE OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS. 

2. COMMENT: PRC OFFICIALS SEEMED DETERMINED TO PRESS FOR A FULL 
APOLOGY AND SOVIET ACCEPTANCE OF ITS VERSION OF THE MAY 9 
BORDER CLASH. EVEN THOUGH THE BALL HAS BEEN THROWN BACK TO 
THE SOVIETS, WE EXPECT THAT CHINESE LEADERS WILL CONTINUE TO 
CONDEMN SOVIET ACTIONS,PRC PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION 
WILL HEIGHTEN FURTHER, AND TENSION ON THE BORDER WILL NOT EASE 
FOR SOME TIME. 

WOODCOCK 
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